Liturgy includes pieces written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog,
‘Hold Fast to What Is Good"

Rev. Stan lives in Woodbridge with his wife, Pat, and is the father of
Trevor and Nathan (and proud grandfather!) . Ordained in 1977, he has
served churches across Minnesota, Connecticut, lllinois, New Jersey,
and Washington, D.C., as well as five interim pastorates following his
retirement in 2006. His ministry has also included service as a U.S. Navy
chaplain, VA hospital chaplain, adjunct philosophy professor, and leader
with the Baptist World Alliance. Stan remains active in his church and
community through volunteer service and enjoys landscaping, travel,
skiing, jogging, home projects, and Labrador retrievers.
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We are delighted that you are visiting us today and hope that you feel at
home. Please scan the QR code to let us know who you are so that we can
better serve you and answer any questions you may have.

Intercessions: Each Sunday during the Prayers of the People, we pray for
those who are sick or hospitalized and those grieving the death of a loved
one. You are invited to state the name of a friend or loved one who is in
special need of God’s healing and comfort.

Ministers - All Members of First Church

The Reverend Adam E. Eckhart, Senior Pastor

The Reverend M. Ashley Grant, Associate Pastor
Kelsey DeCarlo, Minister of Faith Formation

Yeheun “Yennie” Kwon, Minister of Music

Nicole Moore, Office Administrator

Tom Salzano, Interim Moderator

Alison Gottsegen and Holly Rowland, Members at Large

Visit us at www.firstchurchofmilford.org
E-mail: milfordfirstucc@yahoo.com
Phone: 203-877-4277

First Church is a Still-Speaking and Open & Affirming Congregation.

THE FIRST UNITED /{4
CHURCH OF CHRIST [ H

CONGREGATIONAL - MILFORD, CT FI%S;I; USC
ILror

Our Open and Affirming Congregation consists of people united in fulfilling
Christ’s command to love one another and welcome people of diverse
backgrounds and identities: no exclusions.

First Church Milford is dedicated to proclaiming and sharing God’s love
through service and outreach; care for children, youth, and people of all
ages; and engaging worship and music ministries.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5jAxUe1xb9wjMFSgxqyVMt8vXjAHP5S_PQvOyOLZ7m4vx5w/viewform

Sunday, August 2, 2026
9:30 AM Worship
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Gulf Beach Service

*for all that are able, please stand

NCH = New Century Hymnal (black-covered)
PH = Pilgrim Hymnal (red-covered)

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

God of hope, open us this hour to the assurance of things not seen; open us to
ministry at the intersection of what we know and our ultimate hope in you, in
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRELUDE No. 4 Verset De Procession by Th. Dubois

Music Minister, Yennie Kwon, organ

GOOD NEWS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
Kelsey DeCarlo, Faith Formation Minister

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 1; by Kim Long)
One: The heavens declare the righteousness of God.
Many: The earth declares God’s beauty.

One: From the rising of the sun to its setting

Many: God’s worth shines forth in glory.

John Haas

Children are invited to go downstairs to the kitchen for Sunday School.

*OPENING HYMN Morning Has Broken PH 38
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Isaiah 1; by Kim Long)

Holy God, you call us to do good, seek justice, and care for those in need,
yet how often we place our own comforts above compassion and make
token gestures instead of committing our lives to you. Forgive us, we pray,
and cleanse us from these and all our offenses through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE (NCH 55, verse 5)
Praise God who rules all worlds, the risen Christ adore,
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God forevermore!
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing.

*GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation

Offertory Shower The People by James Taylor
Soloist, James Sykes

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God all creatures here below,

Praise God above ye heavenly host:

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

Though we may not see the full impact that our time, talent and
treasure have, O God, we have hope that seeds of your love are sown and
shall spring up because of your grace. Use our offerings as instruments
of your peace, instruments of your will on earth. We joyfully dedicate
these offerings and our hearts to your mission of love now and forever, in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 46

SERMON Core Values Rev. Stan Youngberg

*COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together (vs. 1 - 3) PH 288

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation

Prayer of Consecration

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and
the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*CLOSING HYMN Nearer, My God, to Thee PH 351

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Festival Toccata by Percy E. Fletcher



Morning Has Broken

anor Farjeon, 1881-
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BUNESSAN 5.5.5.4.D.
Gaclic Melody
Harm. by David Evans, 1874-1948
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Praise for the morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing  Fresh from the Word!
Of  the wet gar - den, Sprungin com-plete - ness Where his feet pass.
Praise ev-ery morn - ing, God’s re-cre - a -

tion Of the new day!
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Let Us Break Bread Together - 288

Negro Spiritual LLT US BREAK BREAD 7.3.7.3. with Refrain
Negro Meludy
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1 Let us break bread to- geth-er on our knees;

2 Let wus drink wine to- geth-er on ' our  knees;
3 Let us praise God to- geth-er on our knees;
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Let wus break bread to - geth-er on our  knees,

Let wus drink wine to -geth-er on our  knees,
Let wus praise God to-geth-er on our knees,
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When I fall on my knees, with my face to the ris-ing sun,
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Mus1c Reprlnted Performed and Used with Permission Under: CCLI 4483136,
One- License A-134621, WorshipCast and PerformMusic 14088.



Nearer, My God, to Thee 35]

BETHANY 6.4.6.4.6.6.6.4.

l Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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| Near - er, my God, to thee, Near-er to thee, E’en thoughit be
2 Though like the wan-der - er, The sun gonedown, Dark-nessbe o - ver me,

| 3 There let the way ap-pear Steps un - to heaven; All that thou send-est me
+ ‘Then, with my wak-ing thoughts Bright with thy praise,Out  of my ston-y griefs

Nurah F. Adams, 1805-1848

a Cross

5 Or if on joy - ful wing Cleav-ing the sky, Sun,moon,andstars for-got,
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That rais-eth me; Still all my songwould be, Near-er, my God, to thee,
My rest a stone, Yet in my dreamsI’d be, Near-er, my God, to thee,
In  mer-cy given; An-gels to beck - on me Near-er, my God, to thee,
Beth-el T'll raise; So by my woes to be Near-er, my God, to thee,
Up-ward I  fly, Still all my song shall be, Near-er, my God, to thee,
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Near - er, my God, to thee, Near - er to thee. A-men.
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Liturgy includes pieces written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog,
‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’

Rev. Stan lives in Woodbridge with his wife, Pat, and is the father of
Trevor and Nathan (and proud grandfather!) . Ordained in 1977, he has
served churches across Minnesota, Connecticut, lllinois, New Jersey,
and Washington, D.C., as well as five interim pastorates following his
retirement in 2006. His ministry has also included service as a U.S. Navy
chaplain, VA hospital chaplain, adjunct philosophy professor, and leader
with the Baptist World Alliance. Stan remains active in his church and
community through volunteer service and enjoys landscaping, travel,
skiing, jogging, home projects, and Labrador retrievers.
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GET CONNECTED!

We are delighted that you are visiting us today and hope that you feel at
home. Please scan the QR code to let us know who you are so that we can
better serve you and answer any questions you may have.

Intercessions: Each Sunday during the Prayers of the People, we pray for
those who are sick or hospitalized and those grieving the death of a loved
one. You are invited to state the name of a friend or loved one who is in
special need of God’s healing and comfort.

Ministers - All Members of First Church

The Reverend Adam E. Eckhart, Senior Pastor

The Reverend M. Ashley Grant, Associate Pastor
Kelsey DeCarlo, Minister of Faith Formation

Yeheun “Yennie” Kwon, Minister of Music

Nicole Moore, Office Administrator

Tom Salzano, Interim Moderator

Alison Gottsegen and Holly Rowland, Members at Large

Visit us at www firstchurchofmilford.org
E-mail: milfordfirstucc@yahoo.com
Phone: 203-877-4277

First Church is a Still-Speaking and Open & Affirming Congregation.

THE FIRST UNITED /{4
CHURCH OF CHRIST [ H

CONGREGATIONAL - MILFORD, CT FI%S;I; USC
ILror

Our Open and Affirming Congregation consists of people united in fulfilling
Christ’s command to love one another and welcome people of diverse
backgrounds and identities: no exclusions.

First Church Milford is dedicated to proclaiming and sharing God’s love
through service and outreach; care for children, youth, and people of all
ages; and engaging worship and music ministries.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5jAxUe1xb9wjMFSgxqyVMt8vXjAHP5S_PQvOyOLZ7m4vx5w/viewform

Sunday, August 2, 2026
8:00 AM Worship
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Gulf Beach Service

*for all that are able, please stand

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

God of hope, open us this hour to the assurance of things not seen; open us to
ministry at the intersection of what we know and our ultimate hope in you, in
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRELUDE Layla by Eric Clapton
Mike Krajewski, bass; Dick Furanna, piano; Lou Fiorillo, guitar
GOOD NEWS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Michele Olsson

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 1; by Kim Long)

One: The heavens declare the righteousness of God.
Many: The earth declares God’s beauty.
One: From the rising of the sun to its setting

Many: God’s worth shines forth in glory.

*OPENING HYMN Morning Has Broken
Morning has broken Like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing Fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall On the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness Where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
Born of the one light Eden saw Play!
Praise with elation, Praise every morning,
God’s recreation Of the new day!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Isaiah 1; by Kim Long)

Holy God, you call us to do good, seek justice, and care for those in need,
yet how often we place our own comforts above compassion and make
token gestures instead of committing our lives to you. Forgive us, we pray,
and cleanse us from these and all our offenses through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE (NCH 55, verse 5)
Praise God who rules all worlds, the risen Christ adore,
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God forevermore!
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing.

*GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation

Offertory You've Got a Friend by James Taylor
James Sykes, vocals

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God all creatures here below,

Praise God above ye heavenly host:

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

Though we may not see the full impact that our time, talent and
treasure have, O God, we have hope that seeds of your love are sown and
shall spring up because of your grace. Use our offerings as instruments
of your peace, instruments of your will on earth. We joyfully dedicate
these offerings and our hearts to your mission of love now and forever, in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

*COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together
Let us break bread together on our knees;
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When | fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Psalm 46

Core Values Rev. Stan Youngberg

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation

Prayer of Consecration

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and
the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*CLOSING HYMN Nearer, My God, to Thee
Nearer, my God, to thee, Nearer to thee,
E’en though it be a cross That raiseth me;
Still all my song would be, Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer, my God, to thee, Nearer to thee.

Though like the wanderer, The sun gone down,
Darkness be over me, My rest a stone,

Yet in my dreams I'd be, Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer, my God, to thee, Nearer to thee.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Here Comes the Sun by The Beatles





