
  

   The Parish Post 
Monthly Newsletter of The First United Church of Christ        

           (Congregational), Milford, Connecticut 

      October-November 2019 

 
Phone:  203.877.4277   
     Fax:  203.877.4279 

 milfordfirstucc@yahoo.com   
firstchurchofmilford.org 

 
 

Church Staff: 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Adam E. Eckhart x302  
Associate Pastor 
Rev. M. Ashley Grant x303 
Minister of Faith Formation 
Kelsey DeCarlo x309 
Office Administrator x300 
Minister of Music 
Daniel A. Brownell x308 
Sexton 
Mark Byers x306 
 

 
 
Church Officers & Chairpersons 
Moderator: Carol LaBrake 
Vice Moderator: Joe Jeffery 
Clerk: Allison Britting x 305 
Assistant Clerk: Debra Rich 
Treasurer: Bob Rich x 301 
Assistant Treasurers:  
Pam Trotto, Faith Whitsett,  
Paul Goglia & Jim Rich 
Financial Secretary:  
Judy Haley x 301 
Financial Secretary Assistant:  
Denis Haley 
Church Historian:  
Ardienne Damicis  
Members-at-Large:   
Michele Steinlauf & Margie Ruggeri 
Diaconate:   
Marlene Sanchez & Karen Testone 
Trustees: Jeff Edmondson 
Faith Formation:   
Tracy Hoppock & Kyrah Moran  
Music:  Leslie Weaver 
Christian Outreach:    
Nanci Russell, Lorna Charron 
Stewardship:   
Steve Perrett & Will Osanitsch 
Personnel:  Andrea Mullen 

 
          Adam’s Message: Connections in a Detached World 

 
    While our world has gotten “smaller” over the last decades due to transportation 
and technology, this hasn’t led people to become more trusting or deeply         
connected as a result. Quite the opposite, in many cases people have grown 
more detached from the world and more insulated by ideology or other easily   
recognizable similarities. 
    Much of the church’s ministry in the coming months is intended to counteract 
that impulse to detach ourselves from the world.  
    In the first week of October, everyone is invited to offer to God some way that 
they are going to connect with a neighbor or do something compassionate for a 
neighbor in a new way. These neighborhood offerings will be taken up at worship 
on September 29

th
 and posted and celebrated in worship on October 6

th
 as part  

of World Communion Sunday. On that day we will also celebrate our Open and   
Affirming covenant, which proclaims that our common connection as God’s      
children transcends the distinctions and past prejudices that have long divided 
God’s people. 
    Then on October 13

th
, we will be experiencing World connections through the 

preaching of Rev. Evalyn Wakhusama, Kenyan minister who works profoundly 
with vulnerable Kenyan children. 
    A women’s retreat, Oct. 11-13 and a men’s retreat, Oct. 25-27, will strengthen 
connections within the congregation. 
    We will celebrate our long-standing connection to and support of Scout Troop 1 
on October 20

th
 as part of their 100

th
 anniversary of being founded as a Milford 

Troop. 
    In October and early November, Tammy Theis-Satterlee will facilitate sessions 
on the book In the Midst of Chaos, which connects Christian faith with the joys 
and challenges of parenting.                                                                                   
    On October 27, the Youth Ministries will host a Saints Dinner to which each one 
may invite someone who has impacted their faith connection. 
    On November 3

rd
, we will express the depth of our connections to people who 

have died, and the undying love of God which maintains our connections with the 
saints in heaven.                                                                                                     
    We will have an opportunity to connect with many UCC faith communities, as 

First Church hosts the New Haven Association Annual Meeting on November 7 at 
6:30 PM. 
    On Tuesday, November 26

th
, at 7:00 PM, our church will be hosting Milford’s 

community Thanksgiving service, where we acknowledge how God connects us 
to our neighbors in the blessings we receive and share with one another. 
    In November, the Stewardship Ministry will remind us how our values and     
vision of God’s realm connect us as a faith community. They will inspire us to see 
that generous giving is a natural outpouring of the Spirit when we define ourselves 
as God’s thankful people, as we prepare to make our pledge commitments on 
Sunday, November 24

th
. 

    God connects us as the body of Christ and as one human family; God gives   
us so many enriching ways to make connections of faith and service through   
First Church. I thank God every day for the connections we make together in 
Christ’s loving name. Amen! 
     Peace, Adam 

mailto:miilfordfirstucc@yahoo.com
http://www.firstchurchofmilford.org/
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                   News from the Food Closet 

A huge thank you needs to be shouted out to the     
wonderfully generous members of our congregation 
who heard our call and came through with food         
donations!  Although food donations are gratefully      
received at any time, it is almost time for our annual 
BROWN BAG SUNDAY.  Toward the end of October 
everyone will be invited to take home a brown bag 
which you may fill up and return to the church on       
Sunday, November 3.  This fills our food closet for    
the upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, 
times which are doubly difficult for families with limited 
resources. A full closet will make it possible for our 
church to provide food baskets to families who can     
use some help at these times. 

 

Outreach News 
   

It may only be the beginning of Fall, but your Outreach Ministry is already looking forward to a couple of     
opportunities to support the benevolences of our church:   
 
Time to Share – For those people on your Christmas list who are difficult to buy for, consider making a      
donation to a local charity in their honor.  Or consider a donation in memory of a loved one who may have 
had a passion for one of our local benevolences.  Time to Share materials will be mailed out to all church 
members in late November with more specific details about the different benevolences or organizations  
which will receive our donations.  Donations to Time to Share can also be made through the church’s website.   
                                                                                                                                                                          
The Annual Cookie Sale will take place on Saturday, December 7, in Fellowship Hall.  We invite everyone to 
bake a batch (or two!) of their favorite cookies, label them for the cookie sale and leave them in the church 
kitchen on Friday, Dec. 6 during office hours or bring them on Saturday morning before 9:00am.  Be sure to       
indicate if they contain nuts!  Then come down and buy a nice selection to serve during the holidays. 

 
White Gift Ministry 

 
It may be Fall on your calendars, but the White Gift Ministry is already hard at work.  Volunteers are cutting 
out ornaments and stringing them in preparation for our Giving Trees which will go up in Fellowship Hall,    
and in the narthex of both the chapel and the main church, beginning Sunday, November 3.  Our partner 
agencies are already working on their wish lists!   
 
You will be invited to take an ornament for a child, or a sibling group, and prayerfully consider how you could 
fulfill the child’s wishes.  Gifts should be placed in a white bag, with the label attached, and returned to the 
church on Sunday, December 8, during the Christmas pageant.  Gifts will be distributed to the agencies       
beginning December 9. Watch for more information about this important ministry in the Sunday bulletins as it 
gets closer to December.                                                   
                                            

                                     World Communion Sunday—October 6, 2019 
Would you like to bake a loaf of bread to share with the congregation for Communion and Fellowship Hour?  
Speak with Rev. Ashley to sign up. 
 

                                                  Thanksgiving Service 

 On Tuesday, November 26th, at 7:00 PM, our church will host Milford’s community Thanksgiving service, 
where we acknowledge how God connects us to our neighbors in the blessings we receive and share with 
one another.                                        
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Stewardship 
 

The Stewardship Ministry has been hard at work planning our campaign for the upcoming stewardship      
season. Yes, that blessed time of year when you have the opportunity to make a commitment to the church 
for the 2020 calendar year.  
 
Our church did an incredible job with the Balance the Budget Campaign for 2019. We collected $5,278 in    
the Balance the Budgets envelopes along with $1,726 of additional pledges which reduced our deficit from 
$9,500 to $2,496!                    
 
Your pledges in our upcoming stewardship drive allow the Board to present a Balanced Budget at our Annual 
Meeting.  This happens when we reach our pledge goal which may need to be as  much as 10% higher than 
last year based on the preliminary budget developed by the Church Treasurer. 
 
A balanced budget going into 2020 will give us the opportunity to focus our time and talents on deepening our 
faith connection and maintain the building and resources of the awesome program church God has charged 
us to steward.  
 
Today I pray that we all have the strength to carry out our personal commitment and goals to God’s call for 
our Stewardship at First United Church of Milford! 
 
Will Osanitsch – Stewardship Committee Co-chair 
 

Music Ministry  
 
The Music Ministry has enjoyed a successful start to our program year. Our ensembles are all rolling, and all 
are welcome at any time. We have special music planned in worship, wonderful concerts to lift your musical 
spirits, and so much more all year round.   
 

Join a Music Ensemble at First Church! 
 
Part of being a part of a vibrant church is serving the church in a capacity that suits your faith journey. Music 
has served as a bridge between faithful Christians and God for generations and those who sing, ring and   
otherwise play music share in that tradition. Why not you?  Music is something everyone can do, and      
praising God is something that all are called to do. Prior experience is not required, and you only need to 
show up to a rehearsal. Join one (or more) of our music ensembles and connect with a faithful group of    
wonderful musicians. Check out our website firstchurchofmilford.org and/or contact Dan 
(musicminister@firstchurchofmilford.org) for more information.  
 
Adult Choir (traditional/classical music, Gr. 9 and up)- The cornerstone group of the Ministry performs most 
Sundays during worship during the program year. Rehearsals are Wednesdays 7:00-8:15pm, and Sunday 
mornings, 9:15am.   
Pilgrim Chorale (contemporary music, Gr. 9 and up)- This group serves as the contemporary alternative to 
the Adult Choir as well as First Church’s top Youth Choir. They perform throughout the year and rehearse on 
Sundays 11:30-12:00pm.  
Meetinghouse Ringers (handbell music, Gr. 7 and up)- First Church’s handbell ensemble explores the 
unique world of handbell performance. They perform throughout the year & rehearse Mondays, 6:45-7:30pm.  
Youth Choir (youth music, choral and handbell, Gr. 3-6)- Our Youth Choir provides musical opportunities to 
our middle-aged youth. The group focuses on choral & handbell music and rehearses Tuesdays 5:30-6:15pm. 
Junior Choir (early childhood music, Age 4 to Gr. 2)- Our Junior Choir provides musical opportunities to our 
youngest kids.  The group focuses on early childhood musical activities, learning songs and playing games 
and meets Thursdays, 6:00-6:30pm in the Choir Room.  
 
Upcoming Special Music in Worship 
October 6th (World Communion Sunday)- Dide ta Deo- Adult Choir 
October 13th- Elijah Rock- Pilgrim Chorale; Praise Waltz- Youth Choir 
October 20th- Pastorale for organ and bells- Meetinghouse Ringers 
November 3rd- (All Saints Sunday)- Sing Me to Heaven- Adult Choir; Elegy-Meetinghouse Ringers 
November 24th (Thanksgiving Sunday)- Let All Things Now Living- Youth Choir and Meetinghouse Ringers 

mailto:musicminister@firstchurchofmilford.org
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Join the Meetinghouse Chorale for our 2019-2020 Season! 
The Meetinghouse Chorale is a special community choir that brings together musicians from First Church  
and the wider community to perform large-scale music in concert.  Past repertoire has included: Handel’s 
Messiah, Bach’s B minor Mass, themed concerts, singing newly premiered music and more.  This year,      
the Chorale will present a concert of American music in March 2020.  Our repertoire will center around       
Aaron Copland’s music, and explore other American composers and styles.  The Chorale will rehearse 
Wednesdays, 6:45-7:45pm from September 25th through October 23rd and then resume after the holidays.   
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for our Second Annual Silent Movie Night!  Sat. Oct. 12

th
, 7pm 

 
Start off your Spooktoberfest right, by joining us for a presentation of a giant of the silver screen, Nosferatu. 
Nosferatu is one of the original vampire movies, and will be accompanied by Dan Brownell on the Sanctuary 
pipe organ.  Popcorn and beverages will be served, and tickets will be sold at the door.  All proceeds will go 
towards the continued long-term maintenance and renovation of First Church’s historic pipe organs.   
 
Got a favorite Christmas Carol?    We’d Love to Hear from You! 
 
The Music Ministry and Diaconate are working with Dan to put together this year’s Candlelight Carol Service.  
We’re hoping to include some testimonials from congregational members who have favorite Christmas carols 
and would be willing to share their connection to them.  Speak to Dan or Karen Testone, if you have a story  
to share. 
 
First Church to be well represented at the 2019 Pipescreams Concert 
On Sunday October 20, First Church will be well represented at the 2019 Pipescreams Concert sponsored  
by the Greater Bridgeport Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Dan Brownell will present his          
transcription of Saint-Saens’ Danse Macabre, and Jimmy Jeffery and Mike Alderman will also participate.   
 
http://www.greaterbridgeportago.org/events/18th-annual-pipescreams-concert-halloween-musical-
extravaganza.html 

 

http://www.greaterbridgeportago.org/events/18th-annual-pipescreams-concert-halloween-musical-extravaganza.html
http://www.greaterbridgeportago.org/events/18th-annual-pipescreams-concert-halloween-musical-extravaganza.html
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                                               Faith Formation 
                                                                             

 

Just like apples in an orchard, we are all handpicked - by God!  Explore what it means to be part of this       
incredible creation with Faith Formation!   

Support needed 
Volunteers are what make our church the vibrant community it is. Here are ways YOU can help support the 
development of our congregation through Faith Formation! 
- Nursery Volunteers - take some time and volunteer in the Nursery for a Sunday (or a few Sundays!) and 
support our youngest Church-goers.  Our Nursery caregivers are Mark Byers and Wendy Gilbert - if you have 
questions about what volunteering in the Nursery means, please talk with either of them or Kelsey.  
- Faith Formation Ministry (Committee) – join the Ministry as it supports and guides the Faith Formation     
programs here at First Church!  We meet once a month and help shape the programs for our entire           
congregation. 
- Confirmation 1 and 2 advisers – adults to help with conversations and encouragement, along with safe 
church guidelines of 2 non-related adults attending events with minors. 
- Junior Pilgrim Fellowship (JPF) & Senior Pilgrim Fellowship (SrPF) Advisers– as we continue to      
expand our work with 6th-8th graders, we  need advisers to make that happen!  Advisers attend meetings  
and events, helping with leadership when called upon.  Middle schoolers and High schoolers are at a crucial 
point in their development, and we need additional advisers to support that growth! 
- Kid Programming Leads – Volunteers to help expand our programming for youth younger than 6th     
grade, including planning Joy Fellowship and intergenerational events to build the connection between      
kids and adults. 
 

Upcoming Opportunities 
Bible Sunday (when our 2nd grade youth receive their Bibles) will be held on Sunday, November 3rd, at the 
10am service!  If you do not receive an email from Kelsey regarding Bible Sunday and you have a 2nd grader 
in your family, please let her know! 
 
Ben's Bells on Tuesday, November 5th, 1:30-3pm.  We have a limited number of spots to participate in a 
workshop with Ben's Bells in Bethel, CT!  The cost to participate is $10 and sign ups will begin on Sunday, 
October 6th.  November 5th is Election Day and a day that Milford Schools are closed.   
 

Sunday School 
 
Our Sunday School program includes classes 
for our Pre-K, K-1, 2-3, 4-5, and 6-7th grade 
youth.  Our Nursery program is every Sunday, 
8:50-11:45am, September-June for infants 
and toddlers. 
 
A dedicated and enthusiastic team of teachers 
volunteer to teach these classes and we could 
not have this incredible program without 
them!   
 
Please talk with Kelsey DeCarlo or Tracy 
Hoppock (the Faith Formation Ministry Chair) 
if you would like more information about  
teaching!  We welcome additional adults or 
older youth to be helpers or substitutes - and we always need both helpers and substitutes!  Kelsey can be 
reached at faithformationminister@firstchurchofmilford.org  
and would love to hear from you!   
 
Please register your youth for Sunday School either using a hard copy registration form (see Kelsey or your 
child's Sunday School teacher) or on the Church website through our google form.  
 

Fall 2019 - Sunday School Schedule 
 
October 6 - World Communion Sunday, no Sunday School 
October 13 - Sunday School 
October 20 - Sunday School, Pageant Auditions 
October 27 - Sunday School 
November 3 - Sunday School, Bible Sunday for 2nd Graders 
November 10 - Sunday School 
November 17 - Sunday School 
December 1 - Sunday School 
December 8 - Pageant Sunday, no Sunday School 
December 15 - Sunday School 
December 22 - Sunday School  

mailto:faithformationminister@firstchurchofmilford.org
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 Faith Formation Continued….  
 

 
Joy Fellowship 

After a few years on hiatus, this fall we are reintroducing Joy Fellowship!!!!  This is a Pilgrim Fellowship     
style experience for 4th and 5th graders, introducing them to the fun and faith formation present in youth 
group. Our first Joy Fellowship was held on September 22nd!  If you would like to be added to our email list 
for this program, please let Kelsey know at faithformationminister@firstchurchofmilford.org     
 

 
Junior Pilgrim Fellowship 

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship (JPF) is our Middle School Youth Group – welcoming youth in 6th-8th grades!  We 
meet Sunday evenings in Fellowship Hall, 6:30-8pm, for fun, fellowship, and faith!  Kelsey DeCarlo leads the 
group with a team of fantastic and dedicated advisers!  If you have a middle schooler and want to learn more, 
please contact Kelsey at 203-877-4277 ext 309 or at faithformationminister@firstchurchofmilford.org – we  
love welcoming new youth to the program, as well as adults who want to volunteer their time!  

                    

                                                                    Confirmation 
First UCC Milford’s Confirmation ministry is a two-year process intended for young adults – usually in 8th and 
9th grade – to be equipped for a lifelong Christian faith journey; to take ownership of the faith and practice of 
the Christian church; in effect, affirming the vow their parents made at the time of their Baptism. Confirmation 
1 is led by Kelsey DeCarlo and Confirmation II is led by Rev. Ashley Grant. Our program for the year is now 
underway, but if you have a youth in your life who would like to participate, please let Kelsey know! 

 

 
Adult Formation Ministries 

First UCC offers a number of Adult Faith Formation opportunities and is always looking to expand those     
offerings!  If you have an idea of an activity for continuing Faith Formation, please let Kelsey know!  Current 
offerings include: 

 
Bible and Brews  
*Whether it's coffee, tea, or a cold one you must be 21+ to join this Bible study! 
Join us for a Bible study of a different kind! We are diving into the seeming contradictions present in the Bible.       
Meets on the first Tuesday of the month. If you have ideas of where to meet or would like to be on the      
email reminder list, please let us know! 

 
 

                      *Fall 2019 - JPF Calendar 
 
                                      (*subject to change*) 
 
    October 06 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
    October 13—5:00-7pm - Color Olympics at Trinity Lutheran with SrPF 
    October 20 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
    October 27 - Saints Dinner with SrPF and Confirmation 
    November 03 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
    November 8-9 (Friday-Saturday) - Lock-In at First Church      
                                                                               (tentative) 
    November 17 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
    December 01 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
    December 08 - Christmas Caroling with SrPF and Confirmation 
    December 15 - 6:30-8pm - Christmas Party 

mailto:faithformationminister@firstchurchofmilford.org
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                      Old Friends – Connections—Rev. Ashley Grant 

                    

“Make new friends, but keep the old; Those are silver, these are gold.” I’ve seen that dozens of times in kids’ 

books and heard it on T.V. Shows. 

 
Considering our Connections theme, I’ve had several opportunities this year to connect with “old” friends. In 
May I attended a 20 year reunion with friends whom I worked with at Church Camp and who went with me   
on a three week cross country, national park adventure (in a 15 passenger van to which we lashed a set of 
bullhorns). Now we have  families and work and nowhere near the freedom to take off and see the Painted 
Desert, sing on the rim of the Grand Canyon and find a Laundry Mat in Tahoe.   
 
During Family Camp at Silver Lake this summer, we reconnected with folks we met before we were a family 
of six. Recently I visited with clergy friends from Yale Divinity School who serve churches in the DC area. We 
shared about our ministries, who we are reading, preaching and funerals. (That’s what clergy people talk 
about.)  I also attended the wedding of a long-time friend, which allowed me opportunity to connect with other 
friends from 20 plus years ago and chat with a church sage who has been in ministry for 40+ years.   
 
Friendships connect us to support and care; to moments worth remembering; to things we endured together;  
to skills we learned; and to joys that revive simply by recollection. 

  
How do you keep old friends?          How do you make new friends? 

 
This is a great month to flip through photo albums and reminisce and call up an old friend. You could even 
bring them to church. This is also a great time to make new friends. So many people are missing out on     
edifying and enriching friendships. That goes for kids and youth and grown-ups.    
 
So what can we do about it? 
  
Senior PF Alumni Reunion, December 22. Email Rev. Ashley (SrPFmilford@gmail.com) for more info. 
 
Saints Dinner 
Join us for an All Saints Dinner & Fellowship Time on October 27, 2019 at 5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. Bring 
your saint to church for conversation and celebration over a delicious meal! JPF, SrPF & Confirmation will 
host this Connection Event.      Sign-ups begin October 1, 2019. 
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Special Guest Preacher:  
Rev. Evalyn Wakhusama of Kenya 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 - Rev. Evalyn Wakhusama will preach at our 
worship services. Rev. Wakhusama is the founder of the Nambale Magnet 
School in Kenya, dedicated to helping children who are impacted by the HIV/
AIDS epidemic to get quality education and be future community leaders.   
Rev. Wakhusama is only the second female to be ordained in the Anglican 
Church in Kenya. She received the Lux et Veritas award from Yale Divinity 
School in 2011 related to her inspiring work.  
Revs. Adam and Ashley were classmates of Rev. Wakhusama at Yale Divin-
ity School and are thrilled that the Deacons, Open & Affirming, and Outreach ministries have invited her to 
preach about how God connects her ministry with ours. Please join us for this special worship service. 

 

Parenting Encouragement: In the Midst of Chaos 
Led by experienced parent and church member Tammy Theis-Satterlee, and assisted by Rev. Adam (parent 
of four kids), this series of four sessions will reflect on readings from Bonnie  Miller-McLemore’s book. Most 
sessions take place during middle school youth group meetings (Sundays): Oct. 6, 6:30-8:00 PM; Oct. 27, 
4:00-5:30 PM; Nov. 3, 6:30-8:00 PM; and Nov. 10, 6:30-8:00 PM. Sessions will be in Classroom C, next to the   
nursery, where childcare will be available. Three copies of the book are available at a subsidized price of $5 
from Rev. Adam or are available online for around $20. 
 

 
Men’s Ministry 

 
Men's Ministry invites all men of the First Church Community to join us on Retreat, Friday October 25  through 
Sunday, October 27, 2019 as we will explore our connections. The retreat is in West Dover, VT in a ski cabin. 
Space is limited so please sign up ASAP - Contact  Barry Kresen if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Fall SrPF Schedule 2019 
October 05—Can & Bottle Drive 9-11 AM 
October 06 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
October 13 - 5:00-7:00pm Color Olympics  
        Trinity Lutheran 
October 20 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
October 27 - Saints Dinner with SrPF, JPF and  
        Confirmation 
November 03 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
November 10 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
November 17 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
November 22-23 or 24 -Fall Action at Silver Lake       
                                                         (*by sign-up) 
November 26 – Community Thanksgiving Service    
December 1 - 6:30-8pm - Regular meeting 
        (Parents Night Out Offering—TBD) 
December 8 - Christmas Caroling with SrPF, JPF and  
        Confirmation 
December 15 – Candlelight Carol Service; 6:30-8pm,  
        SrPF Christmas Party 
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Benefit Concert for Milford Pride 
 

Friday, October 25, 2019, 7:00 PM - First Church's Open and        
Affirming Ministry cordially invites you to attend a moving, family-
friendly evening of heart-opening, story-driven folk / pop starring 
award winning singer / songwriter Bobby Jo Valentine.  
This is the Open and Affirming Ministry's first benefit event and 
promises to be an evening to remember!  
Sponsorship opportunities are also available - call Jamie Mullen 
Rude at (203) 876-1700 for more information.                               
You may purchase tickets at coffee hour or online at: 
www.firstchurchofmilford.org/bjv   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello from Women's Fellowship 

Fall is in the air with fresh smells, colored leaves, and cooler weather. Soon before we know it, we will start 
making preparations for Thanksgiving and Christmas. . .  
 

And then … The Annual Holiday Craft Fair at First UCC, Milford! 
 
The ladies of Women's Fellowship have been working for months on items for this event.   
 
The dates and times: 
              Saturday, November 16, 2019...10:00 am to 2:00pm,  
              Sunday, November 17, 2019... 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 
The place: 
              First United Church of Christ, Congregational, Milford, CT 
              Fellowship Hall.   
              Raffle winners will be announced at 11:30am, Sunday. 
 
This group has been sewing, crocheting, knitting, pinning, creating, both at church and at home.  It's always   
a surprise and blessing when someone comes in and shares their crafts with the group. We are also looking 
for groups or individuals to donate a raffle item or theme basket for the Fair.  So far we have a teacher's    
basket, a breakfast basket, a beautiful hand-crafted angel, Beautiful dolls, a 15" Fabric Christmas Tree and 
more surprises coming,  
 
Please know that any and all ladies are invited to join us weekly, monthly, or any time to share in our crafting, 
laughing, sharing stories, lunch, and dessert. Bring your lunch. Coffee, tea, and hot cocoa are provided as 
well as a delicious dessert.  Please stop in and share in the fellowship. 
 
You do not have to be a crafter to be a part of Women's Fellowship. Your presence is what we encourage. 
 
For more information, please contact Ruth McCrodden, ramcc33@gmail.com or call Joan Jacobs at            
203-874-7685. Thank you. 

 

http://www.firstchurchofmilford.org/bjv
mailto:ramcc33@gmail.com
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       PARISH POST SPONSORS 
This issue of the Parish Post is sponsored by the 
following businesses and individuals. We thank  
them for their ongoing support of our Church 
programs and ministries.Please support the  
Businesses that support us. 
 

*Ann Sabo 
 
*Bob and Janet Aldrich  
 

*Smith Funeral Home and Cremation  
Services, 135 Broad Street, Milford 06460  
(203-874-2588)Winthrop & Bonnie Smith,  
Sr., members 
 

*Affordable Cremation, 125 Broad Street,  
Milford 06460 (203-874-2589) “$1,500 complete” 
 

*Arpino Asphalt Paving Contractor’s, Inc. 
Commercial/Residential Concrete & Asphalt 
210 Depot Road, Milford, CT 06460  (203-874-9144)  
Joseph Arpino arpinoasphalt@optonline.net 
 

*The Plymouth Men’s Club of the First United 
Church of Christ 
 

*Gregory F. Doyle Funeral Home   
291 Bridgeport Ave., Milford, 06460  
(203-874-5641) Full Service Funeral Home 
Andrea K. Blackwood, Member. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 CARE MINISTRIES 
 

We pray for these our members, friends,  
and family members: 

 

Care Ministries—We pray for these our members, 
friends and family members:   

Joe Arpino, Lonnie Billups, Raymond Britting, Colton, 
The Dittmann Family, Kay Dougherty, Patty & Eric 
Finkle, Jane Flader, Gretchen Fletcher, Susan       
Gilbert, Richard Gillian, Barbara Hall, Mary & Michael 
Hanke, Evelyn Isaac, Pete Jaynes, Ken & Georgia 
Karageorge, Vinnie, Judy and Norman Kraft,            
Al   Leiper, Mike Lucas, Bonnie, The McCann Family,  
Joe Miller, Tom, Maddie O’ Farrell, Zachary Pagnani, 
Bernie Paine, Carmen Ramos, Paul Rice, Bob,    
Wendy Riling, Jackson Runkle, Louis and Marlene 
Santoro, John Schwerk, Gabe, Gwen Stiewing,     
Lois Smith, Pam Trotto, Jeanie Ulrich, Dolly von 
Hacht, David Wheaton. 
 

 
 In Memoriam:   

Philip B. Swanson, Eugene Bouton Clay, Erna Mezic, 
Barbara Burrows, Sally Stowe Clemence, 

Richard Bauer, Hank Letsch III, David Dittman               
 
                    

October-November Ministry 
Committee Meetings 

 
Members are welcome to attend regular  
meetings of our ministries/committees (with  
the exception of Personnel Committee). Most 
meetings take between one and two hours and 
their times are subject to change. 
   
 
Saturday, October 5 
   8:00 AM Men’s Ministry—West Wimg 
 
Monday, October 7 
   6:00 PM Stewardship—Library  
 
Monday, October 14 
   7:00 PM Deacons—Parlor 
   7:00 PM Personnel—Library 
 
Tuesday, October 15 
   6:30 Faith Formation—Library 
   7:00 PM Trustees—Parlor 
 
Saturday, October 19 
   8:00 AM Men’s Ministry—Fellowship Hall 
 
Thursday, October 24  
   7:00 PM Board—Fellowship Hall  
 
Monday, November 4 
   6:00 PM Stewardship—L 
 
Tuesday, November 5 
   6:30 PM Music—L 
 
Monday, November 11 
   7:00 PM Deacons—P 
 
Tuesday, November 12 
   7:00 PM  Trustees—P 
 
Saturday, November 16 
   8:00 AM Men’s Ministry—West Wing 
 
Thursday, November 21 
   7:00 PM, Church Board Meeting—FH 
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SUNDAY SERVICES  
 

Sunday, October 6 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 
Sacrament of Communion  
 
Sunday, October 13 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 
 
Sunday, October 20 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 
 
Sunday, October 27 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 
 
Sunday, November 3 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 
Sacrament of Communion  
 
Sunday, November 10 
 8:00 AM worship—C 
10:00 AM worship—S 

 
 
 

The First United Church of Christ  
(Congregational)     
34 West Main Street 
Milford, CT 06460 

                        Time Dated Material 
Return service requested.      Please deliver by October 5 
 
         
 

       

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. 

POSTAGE 
PAID 

Permit No. 125 
Milford, CT 

           

        HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS 
October 5 
 Can & Bottle Drive 
 

October 6 
 Neighbors in Need Collection 
 

October 12 
  Nosferatu Silent Movie Night 
 

October 13  
  Guest Preacher,  
  Evalyn Wakhusama of Kenya 
 

October 20 
  Pageant Auditions 
 

October 25 
 ONA Milford Pride Concert 
 

October 27 
 Saints Dinner—FH 5:30 PM 
 

November 3—All Saints 
 Bible Sunday, Brown Bag Sunday 
 

November 7—NH Association      
 Annual Meeting—6:30 PM 
 

November 16-17 
 Women’s Fellowship Craft Fair 

 

 
Worship with Us! 

 
Our 8 AM service takes  

place in the Chapel and our  
10:00 AM service in the Sanctuary  

 
 Sunday School are held in the                           

Main Church Building at  
34 West Main Street.  

 
Sunday nursery care is  

Provided in our nursery below  
the Sanctuary. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Thanksgiving    
Service-Tuesday, Nov. 26,         

7:00 PM—Sanctuary 


