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  From the Rev. Adam E. Eckhart’s Desk 
Beauty and the Incarnation  

 When the church community was invited to fold 1,000 origami cranes back in 
August, there was a diverse response. Some were excited to do their part, taking five or 
ten sheets and watching a YouTube video to hone their paper folding skills. Some were 
grateful the statement that cranes make related to nuclear war and peace. Others still 
were either curious how the cranes would be displayed or where skeptical that we could 
actually get people fold 1,000 origami cranes and hang them up in less than two months. 
 But while the response to the idea of the cranes was varied, the response to see-
ing them in the Sanctuary for the first time was pretty universal: Awe over its beauty. It 
is true that the comments about what makes them beautiful has been varied, too: the jux-
taposition of the Sanctuary’s neutral tones with the colorful paper; the way that the 
cranes seem to levitate above the congregation, and dance whenever someone moves in 
the balcony; the new sense of depth in what is usually empty void space; the celebratory 
atmosphere that it encourages for our worship; the reminder of God’s rainbow promise to 
Noah. But the common message has been: “It’s so beautiful!” and “I couldn’t imagine 
this until I stepped in here, but now it’s so right!” 
 We are taking the cranes down temporarily for Advent and Christmas, to make 
way for garlands and trees. We’re calling it a ‘migration’ until Epiphany when they will 
‘fly’ back. But I almost wish that the cranes could be in there on Christmas Eve. Then we 
could see an example right before us of how significant it is to experience something 
beautiful, firsthand, for the first time. Like a child’s first experience of a Christmas Eve 
service when they learn how the Son of God came to earth in the flesh—God’s beautiful 
gift to humankind and all Creation. What joy grows out of the Nativity story, this Incar-
nation of God! We repeat that experience each Christmas when we enter the sacred space 
of the Sanctuary and the sacred space of the Nativity story. In the story, we see Christ 
again for the first time as a little, beautiful baby. “It’s so beautiful!” we say; “I couldn’t 
have imagined God’s love on my own, but now that I’ve stepped into Christian faith in 
my life, this story feels so right!” 
 I like to think that even Christ himself had a parallel experience of beauty in his 
Incarnation. If we follow John the Evangelist’s logic that Jesus Christ was the Word—
through whom God created the universe—then there was nothing new to Creation for 
Jesus to see when he lived among us. But perhaps it became real for him in a new way 
when he became a part of this wonderful Creation. “It’s so beautiful!” I can hear Christ 
say to the Father. “I couldn’t have imagined this from the outside, but now that I’ve 
stepped into the world it feels so right!” 
 The Good News of Christmas is that we and God meet face to face through 
Christ in an experience that can only be described as beautiful. It’s not the end of the 
story, which is why we move quickly from Advent and Christmas to Epiphany and Lent. 
But the beauty of our worship, our worship space, and above all else of Jesus Christ is 
what leads us to follow him in joy and in sacrifice. 
 Merry Christmas and, like Christ, be generous and merciful as 2015 comes to a 
close! 
    In Christ’s Peace,  
    AdamAdamAdamAdam 
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Beatlemania Returns!  
December 31st at 5 PM 

 For the second year in a row, Penny Lane, local 
Beatles tribute band, will perform in concert on New Year's 
Eve, Dec 31st in the sanctuary to benefit the ministries of the 
Christian Outreach committee. This year's concert will begin at 
the earlier 5pm hour and conclude around 7pm for those with 

later evening plans and for the younger Beatle fans! Penny Lane will perform ma-
terial from the early Beatlemania years through the Sargeant Pepper and Abbey 
Road eras.  
 Tickets can be purchased after the 10AM service each week in Fellowship 
hall for $15 Adult, $10 Seniors/teens, $5 children 12 and under. For further infor-
mation, contact Dick Furanna at 203-882-0740. 
 

Lamplight Stroll!  
Friday, December 4th (This is a night not to be missed!) 

4pm-6pm: Selfies with Santa (For the church congregation.) 
5:30pm: Pilgrim Chorale Performs at Milford Hospital for the 
Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
6-7pm: Selfies with Santa for the Community. 
6pm: The Great Roving Caroling Group! 
You are welcome to join a roving caroling group that will carol 
downtown. Gather at the church @ 6pm, and then walk down to-
ward River Street to spread the spirit of the season. 
6:30pm: Holiday Central in the Fellowship Hall!  
Milford Businesses and Community Organizations will share their stories in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
6:45pm: Stationary Carolers at the Church in the sanctuary. 
 

We need volunteers for the Lamplight Stroll.  
Contact Dan Brownell, Rev. Ashley, or Jamie Rude if you can help that evening. 
 

Time to Share Offering 

 The Christian Outreach Ministry invites you to make donations to charities 
through the church’s Time to Share Offering.  Instead of buying gifts for a friend 
or relative (who seems to have all they need), you may feel God’s call to give a 
“gift” in the person’s name.  You also may give a “gift” in memory of a loved one.  
Please consider sharing your gifts and blessings with others less fortunate while 
helping the church meet the needs of God’s people in crisis.  The Order Form for 
the Time To Share charities is included in this Parish Post rather than as a separate 
mailing. 
 You may complete the form and return it to the Church with your check 
made out to First U.C.C.   Please write Time-to-Share in the “memo” section.  Feel 
free to drop the form & check in the plate if that is easiest for you. 
 You may also make your donation Online by going to 
www.firstchurchofmilford.org and clicking on “Online Giving” in the left margin.  
Be sure to specify how much you would like to donate to which charities and in the 
notes section if it is in honor or memory of anyone (this is optional).  Your credit 
card information is secure.   The Christian Outreach Ministry  

 

Cookie Sale 
 Please be sure to stop by on Saturday, December 5th  and 
purchase your cookies at the annual Cookie Sale! 
 Bakers are needed to bake cookies for the sale. All          

donations should be dropped of between 8 and 9 on the 5th and the sale will be 
from 9 AM—12 noon.  Questions, please contact Barry Kresen 203-393-5851..  
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Music Department  

 

 During this special time of year, folks 
often feel the Spirit's urging to join one of our 

choral ensembles.  Please know that you are ALWAYS  
invited to join in the fun anytime.   
 If you wish to join the Meetinghouse Chorale last 
minute, please feel free to come to any of our remaining 
rehearsals (Sunday Dec. 6, 2-4:30; Wednesday Dec. 9, 7-
7:45; Dress Rehearsal Saturday December 19, 2-5pm), with 
particular emphasis on the Dress Rehearsal on 
12/19.  Please know that any college students who are home 
are also encouraged to join us, and coming on 12/19 is not 
too late.   
 If you are interested in singing Christmas Eve, the 
Junior Choir and Youth Choir, will participate in the 4pm 
service, the Meetinghouse Ringers will participate in the 
7pm service, and the Pilgrim Chorale and Adult Choir will 
participate in the 11pm service.   
 Please attend any of our rehearsals, and/or contact 
Dan Brownell (dabrownell@comcast.net) if you would like 
to join in for the Christmas season.   

 

Book Study- Late January-  
The Invention of Wings by Sue 

Monk Kidd 
 
 Join Sue Bernor in a lively discussion 
as consider how people challenge injustice; 
endure hardships with steadfastness, and 
speak out when society denies them a voice. 

Inspired by the historic figure of abolitionist and suffragette, 
Sara Grimke, this fictional narrative presents the extraordinary 
lives of two remarkable women- Hetty, Handful, Grimke, an 
urban slave in early nineteenth century     Charlson, and Sarah, 
the Grimke’s idealistic daughter.  
 Exact date will be posted in next month’s Parish Post 
and in bulletins. 

Beth-El  
Center 

When there is a 
month that has 5 
Saturdays (like 
October did), our 
church volunteers 
to cook and serve 
lunch at the Beth-
El Center in Mil-
ford. The Center's 

mission is to alleviate homelessness and hunger in the Mil-
ford area through shelter, support services, advocacy and 
community education in partnership with the faith-based 
community and public and private organizations. The next 
lunch is January 2016, join us! www.bethelmilford.org/ 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Would you like to participate in the 4 PM All Ages Worship?   

Or the 7 PM or 11 PM Worship Services? 
Speak with Rev. Ashley, Pastor Christian or Rev. Adam.     

SHEPHERD’S PIPES!SHEPHERD’S PIPES!SHEPHERD’S PIPES!SHEPHERD’S PIPES!    
Annual Christmas Concert 

Featuring  
the Meetinghouse Chorale  

and Organ Recital 
 

First Church of Christ Congregational 
34 W. Main Street, Milford, CT 

 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 
2 PM 

For More Information: 
Call or Text: 203-903-7587 or 

Call 203-877-4277 
 

www.firstchurchofmilford.org 
 

We ask for a free-will offering to benefit  
The Milford Energy Assistance Program 

 

Christian Outreach Committee  
Brown Bag Thank you! 

  
 Thank you to everyone who brought in filled 
Brown Bags for our Food Closet.  Due to your generosity, 
we are overflowing with food just in time for Thanksgiving 
and on into the Christmas holidays! 
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PARISH POST SPONSORS 

 

 This issue of the Parish Post is being sponsored 
by the following businesses and individuals.  We thank 
them for their ongoing support of our Church programs 
and ministries. 

Please support the businesses that support us. 

*Smith Funeral Home and Cremation Services,  
135 Broad Street, Milford 06460 (203-874-2588) 
Winthrop & Bonnie Smith, Sr., members 
 

*Affordable Cremation , 125 Broad Street,  
Milford 06460 (203-874-2589)   
“$1,500 complete” 
 

*The Plymouth Men’s Club of the First United 
Church of Christ 
 

*Ann Sabo 
 

*Arpino Asphalt Paving Contractor’s, Inc. 
Commercial/Residential Concrete & Asphalt 
210 Depot Road, Milford, CT 06460  (203-874-
9144)  Joseph Arpino arpinoasphalt@optonline.net 
 

*Gregory F. Doyle Funeral Home   
291 Bridgeport Ave., Milford, 06460  
(203-874-5641) 
Full Service Funeral Home 
Andrea K. Rochniak, Member 

 

CARE MINISTRIES 
We pray for these our members, friends,  

and family members: 
Nancy Amann, Donald Breiner, Jay Brothers, David Burns, 
Elizabeth Classy, Carmin Collucci, Doris Cypher, Joseph 

Gall, Joe Gentile, Tyler Gayvert, Judith Hunt, Kathy  
Ignatowski, Judy Kraft, Judie Miller, Violet Miller, Larry  
Olsson, Amy Romano, Dennis Russell, Ruth Songhurst, 

Lorraine Trueman, Dorothy Wellington 
In Memoriam  

Karen Holm Johnson, Cecily T. Walsh 
 

Marriages 
Morgan Brothers to Michael Jennings 11/13/2015 
Stephanie Gebing to Vincenzo DeLuca 11/29/2015 

News of Our Church Family 

 

 

 
Christmas Crafts with Kids 

When:  Saturday, December 19, 2015 
Time:  9 AM - 1 PM 
Where:  Fellowship Hall, First   
 Church 
What: Take time to shop, wrap gifts or rest 
while we watch your children. Children can be 

checked in anytime during the event for fun 
crafts and activities.  
 

Reserve your spot in coffee hour on the JPF board or online 
at   http://goo.gl/forms/KQJG1p3nz3  
 

Participants will: 

• Make Christmas Crafts 

• Play Games 

• Drink Cocoa            

• Read Holiday stories.  
Suggested donation of $5.00 per child. 

 

Contact: Margie Ruggeri or Lorrie Quirk at: 
milfordjpf@gmail.com 

 

New Members Join December 6 
 If you are interested in becoming a member of First 
Church, or just learning more about the church, there will be 
more First Church 101 classes offered in the New Year.  Speak 
with Rev. Adam or contact the Church Office at 203-877-4277 
for more information.  

    Articles for the January 
Parish Post are due in the Church Office by  

Friday, December 18. 

Women’s Fellowship 
Holiday Fair Thanks! 

 We would like to thank all of the people who partici-
pated in our Holiday Craft Fair. 
 It was a wonderful success because of all the support 
we had from the people of  Milford and  the First United 
Church of Christ, Congregational.   
 
A special thanks goes out to: 
Lloyd Jacobs and Bill Roots for helping with ads in the news-
papers and putting up signs around town, 
• The Sunday School Teachers and children who contributed 
to the items in the Raffle Baskets, 
• To all others who donated money and items for the baskets, 
• To all the shoppers and raffle ticket buyers, 
• To all the talented crafters, and all the ladies in Women's 
Fellowship who worked endlessly to make this annual event a 
success. 
• Roger for all his work helping us set up and take down! 

 

We wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and  
a very Merry Christmas! 

Ruth McCrodden on behalf of UCC Women's Fellowship 
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FAITH FORMATION 
Children & Family  

Ministries 
 

 
Nursery Ministry 
Welcoming Mark Byers & Thanking Sue Bernor 
 As Sue Bernor took on the joys & responsibilities as 
First Church’s Moderator, she and the Faith Formation   
Committee discerned the need for a transition in our Nursery 
Ministry.  We feel blessed by this new ministry for Sue and 
for the wonderful ministry that she and Wendy Gilbert have 
shared with the church committee in the nursery.  Wendy 
Gilbert helped in this transition by covering extra Sundays in 
our important childcare ministry. 

The Faith Formation committee would now like to 
enthusiastically announce Mark Byers as the new co-nursery 
attendant with Wendy Gilbert.  Mark has been helping out in 
the nursery and has gotten to know many of the children and 
parents.  He is enthusiastic about taking the position and has 
great ideas for using the space, time and resources for provid-
ing a purposeful faith experience for our children.  Mark 
brings strong organizational skills, a clear vision for the   
ministry, ability to delegate and work with youth volun-
teers, and background experience in safety and childcare. 

We appreciate Mark accepting this position and 
would like to express our deepest gratitude to Sue Bernor for 
her many years of service and to Wendy for helping us in this 
transition time and her continued ministry. 

Parent with little ones in the nursery: in the coming 
weeks, you will be given an information card to fill out so 
that we can best care for your child while you are in worship 
or sharing in a ministry of the church.  Please make sure that 
we have updated information!   

 
Christmas Appreciation for Volunteer Teachers  
and Advisors 
 Faith Formation Ministries invites children, youth 
and parents to offer signs of appreciation to your Sunday 
School Teachers and Helpers and to leaders and advisors for 
Junior Pilgrim Fellowship and Senior Pilgrim Fellowship.  
Please feel welcome to express your thanks through notes, a 
drawing, a text, verbally or any other special way to those 
who give their time and talents to show the young people of 
First Church God’s expansive love.   
 
 For more information on Christian Education          
M i n i s t r i e s ,  c o n t a c t  A s h l e y  G r a n t  a t                                 
revashley@firstchurchofmilford.org or 877-4277 ext. 309.  
Keep posted on special events and CE opportunities by 
checking out our bulletin boards near the classrooms and 
at the top of the stairs from the Fellowship Hall and going 
to:    www.firstchurchofmilford.org . 
 
 

SS=Regular Sunday School 
   

DECEMBER 
4 (Friday) Caroling Event!  Selfies with Santa at  
  4:30 PM Church Parking Lot!!!!  Lamplight  
  Caroling, Stroll & Activities at Church 
6 SS 
12 Saturday 9:30 AM--Pageant Rehearsal 
13 Pageant & White Gift Mission (No Sunday School) 
20 SS  
24 4PM Christmas Eve Worship for Families-  
 “The Colors of Christmas;”  7PM & 11PM Worship 
27 Worship for All Ages; No SS 
  

JANUARY 
3  Children’s Activities in Fellowship Hall 
10 SS 
17  SS (Special Worship Service!) 
24 SS 
31 SS  

 
Selfies with Santa   

During The Lamplight Stroll in 
Downtown Milford 

Friday, Dec. 4 
Visit with Santa, who will bring his 
workshop to our church.  Santa’s 

workshop will be in our church parking lot.  Church Fami-
lies are invited to bring children starting at 4:30 PM.  Take 
your own picture or have one taken for you by Jim Altieri, 
which you can then download.   

Beginning at 6 PM, the public—the downtown 
strollers--is invited to visit with Santa and take Selfies.  
Part of our parking lot will be roped off in order to keep 
little ones safe.     

Cocoa will help keep us warm!  Donations will 
benefit the Emma Davis Medical Ministry.  And we thank 
Santa, Andrea Rochniak and Faith Formation Ministries 

for organizing this offering.  

 

First United Church of Christ 
of Milford 

Christmas Pageant 2015 
 We are looking forward to 
sharing in the Christmas story with 
First Church.  Rehearsals for everyone 
participating in the pageant: Dec. 6 
after worship in the Sanctuary.  Dress Rehearsal on         
Saturday, Dec. 12; ALL participants need to be present 
(check your schedule to see when you should arrive).   
Dec. 13—Arrive Early!! 
 If you have questions, speak with Rev. Ashley  
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 We will go Christmas Caroling during the Lamplight 
Stroll on Friday, December 4th 5:00-7:30 PM. We will sort 
gifts on Dec. 13, and Confirmation 1 will help with worship 
on Christmas Eve. 
 

The Longest Night Service 
Sunday, Dec. 6th at 7PM 

Sanctuary at First UCC, Milford  
 

 Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be 
the first Christmas without a loved family member who has 
recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult. 
It may be a challenging or uncertain time in one’s health or 
relationships.    
 The constant refrain on the radio and television, in 
shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the sea-
son, about getting together with family and friends, reminds 
many people of what they have lost or have never had. The 
anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemploy-
ment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation - all 
these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrat-
ing and spending. We need the space and time to acknowl-
edge our sadness and concern; we need to know that we are 
not alone. 
 Our spirits sink, as the days grow shorter. We feel the 
darkness growing deeper around us. We need encouragement 
to live the days ahead of us. 
 For these reasons, First Church offers a special 
“Longest Night” service on Dec. 6 at 7 PM.  
 Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing 
prayers, scripture, and music that acknowledge that God’s 
presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle  - 
and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. 
Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it) is 
welcome. 
 

Christmas Eve 4pm  Service for All Ages: 
“The Colors of Christmas”  

 Join us for a beautifully colorful service that brings us 
the story of Christmas through song and word and image.  
Young and old will find a welcoming pew and worship ex-
perience.  If you would like to participate, speak with Rev. 
Ashley.    

 
Coffee Hour for Kids  

 No, we do not serve coffee to the chil-
dren! We do offer a table of refreshments to 
make our children feel welcome during our fel-

lowship hour, following Sunday worship and Sunday 
School.  We ask for parents to contribute by:  
1.) signing up to host coffee hour and bringing things that 
day for the kid’s table;  
2.) bringing nonperishable snacks such as cookies, juice, 
crackers, etc.  
 

The WHITE GIFT Mission  
Project is underway!!!    

Thru Dec.13 
REMEMBER TO ATTACH  
the Ornament to your gift. 

You have been so generous— 
Thank You, First Church   

During the seasons of Advent and Christ-
mas, we prepare our hearts for the miraculous gift of Christ. 
Having received of this gift, we hope to share God’s love with 
others.  The Giving Trees are up!  Only a few ornaments are 
left, decorating the trees in Fellowship Hall, the Narthex and 
the Chapel Narthex. On each ornament you will find the 
Christmas wishes of a girl or boy in our area whose family 
needs our help this season. 
 
The White Gift Mission Team asks the members and friends 
of First Church to take an ornament from the Giving Trees (or 
multiple ornaments, if you are able), prayerfully consider the 
child and his/her wishes, and purchase a gift (or gifts) re-
quested.  You may also team up with a friend or another fam-
ily to sponsor the child (children).  We ask that you fulfill at 
least one of the wishes, and it might not be the first wish.  
Bring gifts to the Christmas Pageant and Worship Service on 
Sunday, Dec. 13; make arrangements to bring early if you 
can’t make the Dec. 13 service.  These gifts will be our sym-
bolic offerings to the Christ child.  The gifts will be collected 
by the appropriate agencies, which we are sponsoring this 
year, and delivered to their recipients the following week.   
     
SORTING:  We will sort on Dec. 13. If you are interested 
in helping with this Awesome ministry, speak with Ann 
Sabo or Rev. Ashley. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this ministry or if you 
would like to make a donation and have someone else do the 
shopping, please contact Ashley Grant at  
revashley@firstchurchofmilford.org     

 

MITTEN TREE  
 Spread some winter warmth!  Warm 
hands, heads, feet, and hearts by bringing a 
donation for First Church’s Mitten Tree (in 
Fellowship Hall).  New fuzzy mittens or 
gloves, toasty hats, warm socks, and cozy 

scarves in adult and children’s sizes are always warmly appre-
ciated by Beth El Shelter residents, seniors and low income 
parents and children!  We will even pass these along to chil-
dren receiving White Gifts.  Start filling the Giving Trees as 
the White Gift ornaments are graciously taken!   
 

Confirmation 
 Youth in Confirmation 1 & 2 should 
attend worship & participate in ministries on 
Sunday mornings.   
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SPF Corner 
All the SPF News that’s fit to read! 

 
Hello SPF land! 

The end of 2015 is upon us! We have had quite a year so far, 
and we haven’t even reached 2016. 

November in Review: 
Care packages have been a big hit! We have received sev-
eral emails, pictures, Facebook messages from SPF graduates 
expressing their delight! It was very moving to see everyone 
pull together, and make such a huge effort to support folks at 
college. As always, we couldn’t have done it without all of 
your generous and enthusiastic support. 
 

JPF/SPF Ice-Skating was a great success! We had many 
new faces, and an opportunity to just hang out together. 
Thank you to Lorrie and Margie for their enthusiasm to share 
in the experience, and thank you to everyone who came to 
participate! It was great to see so many parents! 
Thank you to everyone who made the Can and Bottle Drive 
on Nov. 14 at The Milford Bank a success! We had a lot of 
fun gathering together, drinking hot cocoa, and making sure 
the bottles/cans were in order. (Everyone also really appreci-
ated the snacks!) Our next Can and Bottle Drive will be in 
February after the Superbowl, so keep your cans and bottles 
in a safe place until then! 
 

The Agape meal on November 22 proved an excellent oppor-
tunity to celebrate this season of Thanks! We gathered for a 
shared meal around a communion service. Many of our previ-
ous graduates gathered to join in the festivities. Thank you, 
parents and loved ones, for providing food to share. It was a 
great opportunity to worship together in a different way, and 
make communion a part of a shared meal (maybe even very 
like the apostles meal with Jesus)! We also have pictures, 
taken by our very own photographer, Mike Lucas. 
 

December preview! 
Ready for the Advent/Christmas season? The church is in full 
swing! The evening of Friday, Dec. 4 beginning at 5pm, the 
church is hosting the greater Milford community as “Holiday 
Central” for the Lamplight Stroll. As a result, we are all 
hands on deck! SPF has been asked to help as greeters, carol-
ers (there are several opportunities to carol, either at the 
church or roving through downtown, for those who are inter-
ested), and just provide friendly faces at the church to make 
sure the community feels welcome. Please consider being a 
part of the evening! 
 

We will not be meeting on Sunday, November 29, so folks 
can gather with their families (or just relax) post-
Thanksgiving. On Dec. 6, the church is hosting a “Darkest 
Night” service at the church, beginning during SPF. I will 
send out an email to see if folks want to find either an alterna-
tive location, or meet the following week. 
During the Christmas season, we will have an SPF reunion 

and Christmas party. (Currently it is on the calendar for Dec. 
30, but many have expressed that this may not be a good 
time, so we are still trying to find a compatible date!) Please 
watch your email for upcoming festivities! 
For the upcoming 2016, I am working on the curriculum for 
the Spring semester, and if you have any input, I would be 
happy to hear from you! 
 

Thank you for making SPF a group where folks can grow 
together. It is such a blessing to learn from each other, and to 
learn about ourselves. In this season of Thanksgiving, take 
some time to thank an advisor, a dedicated parent, and/or 
someone associated with SPF who means a lot to you. En-
couragement is the best way to remind ourselves and others 
that their contributions matter! 
 

Robbie’s Fund 
By Diana Simington 

 On Saturday, December 3, 2005, my 21 year old 
nephew Robert Simington III passed away, suddenly, during 
an asthma attack.  Robbie, as I fondly called him, was known 
for always helping others, without question, when someone 
needed help, Robbie was there.  During the calling hours, we 
heard story after story about Robbie’s care and help for oth-
ers, some we didn’t even know.  The story that has always 
stood out for me was shared by an older woman. 
         One afternoon she was trying to carry groceries into 
her house and dropped a bag.  She said, “A white mustang 
pulled into the driveway”.  A young man said, “Let me help 
you”.  From then on, once a week, Robbie stopped by and 
asked her how he could help.  He shoveled snow, he carried 
groceries, “anything that needed to be done, was done”.  
“He never accepted money or even a baked treat”.  “He was 
an amazing person!” 
 That was Robbie, always helping others.  The last big 
thing he did for his grandparents, my parents, was help re-
model their kitchen. He and his best friend, Ryan finished 
painting the kitchen just days before Robbie passed.  Ryan 
has been a great help to my mom and me, since, sharing more 
stories of his best friend, and telling me that Robbie signed 
the top of the kitchen cabinets.  Before we finished cleaning 
out my parents’ house, Ryan jumped up on the counter with 
my camera and took a picture of Robbie’s signed art work!  A 
photo that I will forever treasure. 
 Following Robbie’s death, many of his friends had a 
difficult time dealing with the loss.  Learning of this, I de-
cided that there must be something that I could do to help. I 
wanted Robbie’s legacy of helping others to continue, so, on 
December 3, 2006 I started Robbie’s Fund.  This is a fund 
that helps young people receive counseling services, who oth-
erwise would not be able to afford them.  The fund is under 
the care of Rev. John Sandel of the Milford Pastoral Counsel-
ing Center.  To date, the fund has helped more than ten young 
adults.  Anyone interested in either donating to Robbie’s 
Fund or in need of Robbie’s Fund may contact Rev. Sandel at 
(203) 877 -7713. 
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Food Closet Needs 
 Due to the generous donations from  
our Brown bag Sunday, we are full to the  
brim and overflowing!  The following items  
are in shorter supply: 

Canned beans—baked, kidney, etc., Jarred Sauces 
Peanut Butter & Jelly, Canned ravioli, chili, stews 

Juices, Mayonnaise, Coffee & Tea 
Personal hygiene products: toothpaste, shaving cream, 
Deodorant, toilet paper, laundry detergent, women’s 
sanitary products. 
 Please kindly check expiration dates as we cannot 
use expired items. 
 The first Sunday is collection day for food, but, do-
nations of food are always welcome and can be dropped off 
whenever the church office is open or on Sundays.   

 

FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK 
Did you know there is an easy way to pay your 

pledge?  Just set it up as an automatic payment through your 
checking account on-line bill payments.  Every bank now 
offers this convenience to their customers.  Basically, you set 
it and forget it (except to balance your account of course!).   
 

 Pledge Envelopes 
 2016 Pledge envelopes are available in the  
rear of the church.  If you have pledged for next year, please 
pick up your envelopes at church or during office hours.  
Please save us having to mail or deliver them.  Thanks! 

 

Chancel Flowers 
 

 Would you like to remember a loved one or honor a 
living person with flowers on the Chancel on Sunday in the 
Sanctuary?  Forms to submit to the church office may be 
found in the Narthex or you can complete one on line at:  
FirstChurchofMilford.org    
 All dates chosen will be checked for availability.  
Please provide your phone or email address.  Dates available 
are:  Check with the office for available dates during 2016.  
Cost is $50. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Dear members and friends of First Church, 
 
 Thank you for your 2016 pledges and for consistently 
keeping up with your 2015 pledges. Both of these are some-
thing to celebrate during our season of generosity! As of the 
writing of this Parish Post, we have received $246,663 in 
pledges from 206 responses. If you have not already sent in 
your pledge, please send it in as soon as possible so we have 
as accurate a figure for budgeting purposes as possible. If you 
find later on that you would like to increase or need to adjust 
your pledge because of changes in your financial situation, 
please let Judy Haley, Financial Secretary or Phyllis, in the 
office know. 
   The Stewardship Committee 
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Junior Pilgrim  
Fellowship 

 
 JPF members are in the    
middle of preparing a video on prayer 
based on our study of what prayer is. 
We have also been studying the     

sacred spaces that are shared by Muslims, Jews and  
Christians. We created a prayer net that we will share with 
the church when we show the video. The net will be a type 
of prayer wall where people can share prayers. 
 We have prepared our service tracker for the 
youth. 11 kids volunteered at the Church Service Day. We 
were able to clean out the Plymouth Building hall area and 
make space in the larger PF closet. 
 Our T-shirts with the above logo have been      
ordered and we will wear them at all future volunteer 
events, including distributing ribs at the rib rally. Over 45 
Confirmation I/JPF members will go to St John the Divine 
for Nightwatch. 

 We have many upcoming activities and thank the 
church for their continued support. 
 

JPF Activities 
11/22- Five Below  Bring flyer to get 
11/28 Fundraiser 10% off purchase 
 
12/3 Texas Rib Rally Pick up pre-ordered meals 
  Volunteers needed. 
 
12/4 Selfies w/Santa 4:30 PM at Church 
 Lamplight Stroll & Caroling 
 
12/12 Live Nativity & 4:00 pm at Church 
 Pizza, poss. Fantasy Drivers needed & food  
 Of Lights donations for admission. 
 
12/13 Nativity & White Help sort gifts after service 
 Gift 
 
12/20- Five Below Bring Flyer for JPF to get 
12/26 Fundraiser 10% of purchase. 
 
1/8-1/9 St. John Devine More details to follow. 
 May be changed, you will be notified. 
 
2/13- Rock-a-thon Start rocking at 11 AM 
2/14 
 
3/18- Silver Lake Maple Sugar Weekend 

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY          
 We will be going live with the online version of the directory on December 6!  If you have pro-
vided us with an email address to include in the directory, you will be getting an email soon from 
info@OnlineChurchDirectory.com which will explain how to access the directory and mobile app and other 
important information.  This email will also give you your personal user name and temporary password.  Please 
change your password as directed when you log in the first time.  If you have not given us your email address and would 
like it included in the directory please let us know by November 29.  If you do not use the internet at all, you do not need 
a user name and password.  We will be available during coffee hour on December 6 with computers to assist you and 
answer questions. 
 The print version of the directory will not be available on December 6.  We will be working on this in early 
2016 so stay tuned for additional information in January or February about how and when you may buy a printed direc-
tory. 
 Thanks to all who have participated in our photo shoots for the new directory.  Over 150 families representing 
about 400 individuals have been photographed.  Thanks also to those who have purchased photos and other items 
through zenfolio.com.  The church makes a small profit on each item and helps to cover our costs for the directory.  
Your photos will stay on this site indefinitely and products can be ordered at any time.  If you would like photos in time 
for Christmas, you should place your order by December 10 for regular shipping or by December 15 for over-
night shipping.  Other deadlines may apply for items such as mugs, iPhone cases, etc. so if you are interested in buying 
these items, order a week or so earlier. 
 If you do not use the internet and want to buy photo prints, please talk to Mike Lucas (203-727-7429). 
 If you were unable to be photographed at any of the photo shoots and would still like to have your photo in-
cluded in the directory, please contact Robin Lewis. 
 
     Call or email Robin Lewis if you have questions.   
     203-876-8137  
     robinbob@optonline.net 
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SUNDAY SERVICES  
 

December 6—Communion &  
  New Member Sunday 
 8 AM Worship & Communion 
 *10 AM Worship, Communion & 
  New Member 
 10:00 AM Sunday School  
 

December 13 
Christmas Pageant & White Gift 
 No 8 AM Worship  

*10:00 AM Worship  
 

December 20 
8:00 AM Worship  
*10:00 AM Worship   
10:00 AM Sunday School 
2:00 PM Shepherd’s Pipes Concert
   

December 27 
 8:00 AM Worship  
 *10:00 AM Worship   

 

January 3 
 8:00  & *10 AM Worship  
 10 AM Children’s Activities 
 

*Childcare provided from 8:45 –11:45 
at indicated Services. 

The First United Church of Christ  
(Congregational)     
34 West Main Street 
Milford, CT 06460 

 Time Dated Material 
Return service requested.         Please deliver by December 4th 
 
         
 

       

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. 

POSTAGE 
PAID 

Permit No. 125 
Milford, CT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Selfies with Santa 
 Friday, December 4 
 4-6 PM Church Parking Lot 
 

Lamplight Stroll Evening 
 See Website for full Schedule 
  

Cookie Sale 
 Saturday, December 5, 10 AM-
 Noon, Fellowship Hall 
 

Pictorial Directory goes live! 
 Sunday, December 6 
 

White Gift Collection & Christmas 
Pageant 
 Sunday, December 6, 10 AM  
  Service 
 

Longest Night Service 
 Sunday, December 6, 2:00 PM 
 

Christmas Crafts with Kids 
 Saturday, December 19, 9AM-
 1PM, Fellowship Hall 
 

December 20 
  2 PM Shepherd’s Pipes Concert 
 

  

December 

Christmas Services 
December 6 
 7:00 PM Longest Night Service 
 

December 24 
  4:00 pm Family Service 
  7:00 pm Worship - A candlelight 
  service of Lessons & Carols 
 11:00 pm Worship—A candlelight 
  service of Lessons & Carols 
 
 

Our 8 am services are held in the 
Chapel at 18 West Main Street. 

 
Our 10:00 am services and Sunday 
School are held in the Sanctuary at  

34 West Main Street. 
 


