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In Rosemary Wells’ book, Make New Friends, a 

young girl cat named Juanita moves from Texas to 

a new state mid-year, and attends her first day in 

Mrs. Jenkins’ Kindergarten class. Juanita is anxious 

because she has no friends there. But thankfully 

the teacher trained a student, Yoko, to help Juanita 

out, in a role they call Captain of the Friend Ship. 

Captain Yoko shows Juanita around, explains the 

way things work, helps Juanita feel at home and at 

ease. What a blessing it is when someone 

genuinely wants to be our friend! 

You can probably imagine some of your best 

friends over the years, people you could trust and 

who trusted you, people who could listen and 

share about life in wonderful ways. Some of them 

may still be an important part of your life. If you 

were like me, then childhood friends played games 

like hide and seek or went to playgrounds to swing 

on the swings or play basketball. Or maybe you 

especially appreciated friends who shared things 

with you, like Nutella that you love or gluten-free 

bread if you’re allergic. 

Another memory I have with childhood friends is 

giving and receiving friendship bracelets. Whoever 

invented the friendship bracelet was a pure genius. 

A friendship bracelet is like a wedding ring, a 

tangible representation of the connection two 

people share, but instead of only being able to 

have one, you can have as many as you can fit on 

your forearm! One—or more—from each friend! 

The idealist in me says that the friendship bracelet 

was created out of love, but the slightly cynical part 

of me says that the modern friendship bracelet was 

born when an arts and crafts counselor at a 

summer camp asked themselves, “What can I have 

these ornery, sweaty kids do with string and maybe 

beads that will keep them occupied for hours at a 

time? Friendship bracelets! Wow, we could make a 

fortune selling these things!” 

Which is what eventually kind of happened.  

1. 

You see, almost anything we care about can be 

turned into a transaction that will profit somebody.  

This is what Eisenhower told the United States in 

January 1961. Yes, Eisenhower did more than get a 

park in Milford named after him—first he was a 

General in World War II, served as president for 

two terms, helped create the interstate highway 

system, and just days before he completed his 

second term as president, he gave a farewell 

address. In that speech he warned the U.S. that the 

efforts to build military products for World War II 

and then for the Korean conflict had turned into 

permanent private companies whose continued 

existence was getting tangled up in having 

sustained global tensions. He called this 

development the military-industrial complex. Once 

people’s livelihoods and their investments are tied 

to a particular industry or product being sold, their 

vested interests can complicate big decisions about 

that industry. 

We can see how this kind of complication might 
still happen today. Has the seemingly intractable 
60+ year conflict between N. and S. Korea, for 
instance, been influenced by a nuclear weapons 
industry that depends on nuclear armament for its 
survival? 
 
Has the genuine dialogue about the second 
amendment been complicated by vested interests 
of gun manufacturers who thankfully build arms 
well, but so well that a main way they can stay in 
business is if people buy more and more guns? 
 
There’s the educational industrial complex, the 
legal industrial complex, the prison industrial 
complex, the tobacco lobby; and then there’s what 
some people call the “swamp,” a popular term for 
the government industrial complex, although 
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somebody wrote recently that swamp ecosystems 
function better than government bureaucracy. 
 
There’s even been the religious industrial complex. 
The Reformation took place because the early 16th 
century Roman Catholic church had grown into a 
complex system, which desired donations so much 
that its leaders claimed that its wealthy members 
could reduce their time in purgatory if they gave to 
the build St. Peter’s Basilica Fund.  
And it continues today, industries springing up then 
relying on a certain aspect of life to generate 
revenue for their survival and livelihood. 
 

Back to friendship bracelets: those were innocent 

enough at first, but then who gets their hands on 

them? The friendship industrial complex, producing 

and selling rainbow-colored elastic bands to loom 

together for friends and for a pretty penny. Now 

like I said, I like friendship bracelets. If the 

friendship industrial complex ended there that 

would be one thing. But no, there are much bigger 

ways that the economy has created or expanded 

industries that make money off of friendship. Cell 

phones for teenagers—that’s like what, $50 or 

more per teen’s phone to text and send pictures to 

each other, right? And social networks. The billions 

and billions of dollars made by just one social 

network has been based on what? Friending each 

other. Turning friendship into silver and gold. The 

alchemy of the friendship industrial complex at 

work today. 

Let me just add that many younger people left that 

social network when it was invaded by older folks 

who have lately spent their time on it arguing over 

which industrial complexes are the bad guys: The 

government! Corporations! Gun manufacturers! 

The gun control lobby! This political party or that 

one! Where is the love of friendship? The 

friendship industry may be profitable, but what 

may be even more profitable are the hatred and 

fear industries. 

2. 

Jesus understands how powerful industries of hate 

and fear can become. As he shares a Passover meal 

with his disciples, the religious and military 

industrial complexes of his day are homing in on 

him. They fear his message of loving neighbor and 

enemy, of reaching out to the other in love, of 

transforming hatred and fear into friendship and 

community. 

‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love,’ Jesus tells them. ‘No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.’ 

Jesus offers an alternative vision of human history, 

where people live not through transactions but 

through transformation. Jesus lifts up the value of 

life not as how much money or objects one can 

accumulate, or not even how many friends one can 

make, but how devoted people are to each other. 

When he says there’s no greater love than to lay 

down one’s life for friends, I don’t think Jesus 

expects people to all wait to push their friends out 

of the way of a runaway bus, although we know 

that friends are capable of that here or abroad, 

especially when sent by governments to serve in 

foreign wars.  

I think that what Jesus is telling us is that real 

friendship is a primary way of giving ourselves to 

others. Friendship fulfills the potential of love that 

is always possible among neighbors, strangers, or 

even enemies. Friendship is a bond that enables us 

to care for particular people with the love we 

would offer to all people if we had the ability.  

Friendship is a delicate thing, especially for young 

adults like you 13 getting confirmed. Good 

friendships are like gold but can go south if trust is 

broken.  

Rev. Ashley and I have noted that this group of 

young adults has stood out for your/their devotion 

to one another and to other friends outside the 

confirmation group.  
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Christianity and religion in general doesn’t have a 

corner on the market for friends, but in the 

Christian faith we do receive the revelation that 

friendship resonates with God, who defines the 

relationship within the trinity as being akin to 

friendship, and therefore lifts up friendship as a 

way to be like God in love. 

Jesus furthermore comes to earth to be with us, 

not to lord God’s power over us, but to share the 

power of God’s love with all people. “I do not call 

you servants any longer,” Jesus says, “because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father.” 

After he has taught them for not two but three 

years, he calls these followers not just colleagues 

but friends. He calls them this despite according to 

the story that Jesus knows full well that they will 

stumble in their friendship with him, abandoning 

him, denying him, deserting him. Despite that 

knowledge, Jesus still loves them and abides in his 

love for them. He prepares them to be friends with 

him, with God, with each other, for that day when 

he will no longer be with them in body but will 

send the Holy Spirit to be his continual presence 

with them.  

3. 

The church is a place where people can come 

together to seek out God’s transformational love. 

The church can be that community where we value 

the silver and gold of genuine love and friendship 

over the silver and gold of the industries we work 

in and the economic transactions we participate in. 

The church is that place where veteran 

ambassadors can welcome new worshipers onto 

God’s friend ship and share that friend ship with 

others. Jesus may have called us his friends, but he 

is still the Captain of this Friend Ship, because along 

with the Holy Spirit, Captain Jesus encourages 

strangers and even enemies to become friends.  

Dr. Tara Hyung Kyung Chun, a colleague and friend 

of the late black liberation theologian James Cone, 

last year gathered a group of South Korean, North 

Korean, and American women. They met in North 

Korea and got permission to pass through the 

demilitarized zone into South Korea as a group. 

These women hadn’t known each other previously, 

but when they walked through the DMZ with the 

military and political leaders watching them, they 

broke out into singing and dancing through the 

DMZ, declaring that their new friendship, their 

bonds, would not be scared away by vested 

interests based on fear.  

The alchemy of spiritual friendship outweighs the 

alchemy of industrial complexes. The seemingly 

foolish love of God and God’s people is stronger 

than human strength.  

Today we are excited that many of you have grown 

in genuine friendship over the years and even 

through the confirmation process. You value the 

silver and gold of love. We are excited that through 

the rite of confirmation, we will no longer call you 

our confirmation students, but more fully equal 

adult friends in love and faith. We make new 

friends in Christ today! Thanks be to God, to Christ 

the Captain of the friend ship, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 


