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Fools are supposed to be people who don’t have 

much sense. I know about foolishness. I was born 

on April Fool’s Day. 

The day I was born, the woman in the delivery 

room next to my mom’s tried to hold her baby in 

until April 2nd. I kid you not. The shame of an April 

Fool’s baby! She failed to hold the baby in. 

As a kid, my classmates played practical jokes on 

because, hey, I already was an April Fool. Besides 

the tricks, it was mostly seven- or eight-year-old 

boys asking me: “You were born on April Fool’s 

Day? Did the doctor tell your parents it’s a girl? 

That would be horrible!” 

1. 

April Fool’s Day has an uncertain origin, but a 

leading theory has to do with 17th century France, 

which switched new years from the end of March 

and the first day of April—the beginning of spring—

to the beginning of the first month, January 1st. 

Those who continued to celebrate new year’s at 

the beginning of spring were seen by the new 

traditionalists as literally behind the times: April 

fools. 

This apparently developed into playing practical 

jokes on April 1st, then shouting: April Fools! Such 

jokes persist. Famous modern April Fool’s hoaxes 

include the spaghetti harvest, where a British news 

station convinced some viewers that spaghetti 

grew on trees; the left-handed Whopper; and for 

you baseball and Mets fans: Sidd Finch, the 

fictional 168-mile-per-hour throwing pitcher. 

On the very day I was born, a British scientist 

claimed on television that planets aligning at 9:47 

AM that morning would momentarily weaken 

gravity. Hundreds reported levitating, which left 

them feeling sheepish when they were told it was a 

hoax.i  

One last mention of April Fool’s. After a couple of 

boys asked me if the doctor told my parents I was a 

girl, I figured out a good response: “Well, you know 

what? I think girls are great, so the joke’s on you!” 

2. 

Okay, time for Jesus. Generally the church treats 

Jesus with utter seriousness, but the world often 

considers Jesus to be the ultimate fool.  

I mean, Jesus preaches non-violent resistance! 

To forgive people over and over again! 

To love your neighbor and your enemy! 

Charles Campbellii believes Jesus purposely played 

up the fool angle. When Jesus says, ‘when 

somebody hits you on the cheek, turn the other 

one also’? he probably intends for it to sound wild! 

The same with “if somebody asks for your cloak, 

give ‘em your coat, too; and if somebody makes 

you carry something for them a mile, GO THE 

SECOND MILE ALSO.” It sounds ridiculous! Jesus 

sets his teachings against the world’s wisdom. Even 

today culture tells us to redeem violence with 

violence, that you keep score of wrongs against 

you, to eradicate your enemy. Forgiveness, peace, 

reconciliation? Weakness, foolishness. 

3. 

Paul is aware of these dynamics when in his letter 

to Corinth he writes about foolishness. “Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” Paul 

knew that the world often worshiped power before 

God and love, and it still does today. But what is 

foolish? 

When the Civil Rights movement took place, some 

bigoted white people thought that the African 

Americans and their allies would be foolish to resist 

their force and political power. But who looked 

foolish when the fire hoses and the dogs were 

turned on the peaceful protesters? Those being 

attacked, or those doing the attacking? 



And when Martin Luther King went to Memphis to 

support the sanitation worker boycott demanding 

a living wage and respect, and James Earl Rey 

thought that he could kill the dream of Martin 

Luther King by killing the man, who turned out to 

be the fool? 

Who was foolish? The apparently ‘weak’ and 

foolish ones who loved God’s justice? Or the 

apparently powerful ones who hated African 

Americans and justice? The ones who hated Civil 

Rights and Martin Luther King Jr. only fooled 

themselves, which is the worst trick you can ever 

play…because you don’t even know the joke’s on 

you.iii 

“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? [I kid you not,] God’s foolishness is wiser 

than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength.”iv 

4. 

We just made our way through Holy Week, the 

ultimate story of Christ’s foolishness. Jesus enters 

Jerusalem, the city that kills its prophets, the city 

where only fools rush in, with a palm parade that 

parodies a military procession! Jesus the class 

clown fool!  

Inside the city, Jesus provokes the people in charge 

with controversial actions and comments. He is 

playing with fire. He is on a fool’s errand.v 

On Thursday, Jesus shares a meal with his disciples 

and declares that the meal is him! ‘This is my body, 

broken for you; this is my blood, shed for you.’ 

“What kind of prank is this?” The disciples must 

have asked. Then: ‘One of you will betray me, Peter 

will deny me, and all of you will run away.’ “This is 

a joke, right, Jesus? He’s such a joker! He’s kidding! 

Isn’t he?” 

Then the arrest, the running away, the denial. Now 

the joke seems to be on Jesus: a joke of a trial, 

mocking Jesus with fake royal robe and crown of 

thorns. King of the Jews? April Fools! We have the 

power of death on our side! 

Jesus stays true to his word, forgiving those who 

crucify him, not saving himself but letting Rome 

make a mockery of him on the cross.  

Under his failing breath, I hear Jesus say: “You think 

you can kill my cause…well, the joke’s...on…you.” 

5. 

We live in an age where the authenticity of birth 

certificates and shootings are questioned; where 

technology can manipulate pictures and videos to 

fool unsuspecting eyes. Every day people are trying 

to convince each other that what is true is false, 

and what is false is true. Every day a hoax is waiting 

just around the corner. Every day is April Fool’s 

Day. 

The wisdom of the world says in the face of such 

foolery, to be constantly suspicious and fearful.  

This is how the women in Mark’s story feel when 

they go to the tomb on that Sunday morning. They 

are afraid of death, but they have a duty to anoint 

the dead body. In the tomb they meet a man 

dressed in white; “What is this guy doing here?” 

they would have said if they weren’t speechless. He 

declares to them that Jesus, who was crucified, has 

been raised, and asks them to go tell the disciples 

to meet up with Jesus in Galilee. 

Can you imagine being there, asking each other: “Is 

this some cruel joke?” They run away, amazed, not 

sure whether this was true or a hoax. They are 

suspicious, they are scared. 

We come to this day suspicious and scared of the 

Easter message. Suspicious because there is no 

scientific proof of the resurrection—I mean, “were 

you there when God raised him from the tomb?” 

Scared because if it’s true, even though it’s 

wonderful news then we have to actually pay 

attention to what Jesus said and did, and consider 

that it’s not foolishness at all but the will of God. 

This is what is at stake when the women run away 

from the tomb and when we leave this church 

today—is this God and church thing foolishness or 

wiser than human wisdom? This church spends its 

Sunday mornings not trying to flex our political 



muscle or find a cure for cancer; no, we sing, we 

tell God we’re sorry, we listen to someone dressed 

up in a bathrobe talk about how a guy from two 

thousand years ago is the best thing that ever 

happened.  

The apparent foolishness of church corresponds to 

the apparent foolishness of believing in the 

Resurrection. If Jesus died and that’s the real end 

of the story then any snake oil salesman has the 

same shot of telling me the truth and deserving my 

praise and adoration as Jesus did and the church is 

a ship of fools following in a chain of fools since the 

“Resurrection.”  

6. 

But if this Resurrection story is real, if it is true, in 

the deepest sense, then the “wisest” people out 

there trying to outlive the rest of us have missed 

the point of life. 

In that case, then Jesus is vindicated and the joke 

truly is on the world’s wisdom. 

On Easter, be believe that God declares: Sin? The 

joke’s on you!  

Human power? Nice try. 

Death? Sorry, Charlie, you’ve lost your sting. Yes, 

death: April Fool’s.  

i April Fool’s Day and hoaxes in general aren’t all fun and 
games. In the 1940s, a tsunami was approaching Hawaii on 
April 1st and it can’t be proven but some people believe that 
some of those who drowned did not heed warnings because 
they thought it was an April Fool’s joke. The boy who cried 
wolf is the story of a young person who pretends to be 
attacked in the fields so many times that when a wolf does 
come along, nobody believes his cries. And these may be the 
golden days of hoaxes run amok: birtherism, technology that 
can place any enemy in fake compromising situations; the era 
of fake news. Every day people are conned because ignorance 
or fear lets them believe in hoaxes, innocent or insidious in 
origin. In our society, every day is April Fool’s Day. 

April Fools for Christ have lived and died based on 

God’s love for centuries, all following in the 

footsteps of our founder, God’s April Fool, Jesus, 

who overturns the wisdom of death. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was just one notable April 

Fool for Christ whose foolishness thwarted the 

powers of his day. There are hundreds of 

thousands of chapters of April Fools for Christ 

today, churches who stake their lives hon the 

“foolishness” of Christ. We sing praises to God, 

share the Good News with children and all 

generations; We serve God and neighbors who 

need food, medical equipment and hope. We 

support those most vulnerable and discriminated 

against, and those who are dying or who mourn 

those who have died, supporting them with the 

hope of the Resurrection.  

We can’t prove the Resurrection, and our worship 

and ministries don’t hold off death or bring us fame 

or fortune, but our faith declares that through 

Christ, God offers love, forgiveness and 

resurrection life as a gift, and this binds us together 

in Easter joy!  

If being an Easter people seems like foolishness, 

then let’s raise our freak flag of foolishness every 

day with joy! Joyous Easter and Amen. 

ii Charles Campbell, “Powers, Principalities, and Fools: Does 
Preaching Make an Ethical Difference,” from Homiletic, 33, 
no. 2, p. 1-10.  
iii From Works of Love, Søren Kierkegaard (self-deception). 
iv 1 Cor. 1:20, 25. 
v When Mary wipes perfume on Jesus’ feet, Judas gets all 

upset, saying, “Could not this perfume have been sold for [a 

lot of money] and the proceeds given to the poor?” This is 

foolish! Jesus responds, “Well, you know what? You will 

always have the poor around to help, but I won’t be around 

much longer” [John 12:1-8] I can hear Jesus add: “I think that 

what Mary is doing is great…so the joke’s on you, Judas, you 

little stinker.  

                                                           


